9-17-2010 - Pence On Constitution Day: Why We Celebrate

Today is Constitution Day, commemorating the ratification of the U.S. Constitution on
September 17, 1787. Click here to read more .

Congressman Pence, a co-sponsor of H.Res. 1612 which expresses support for Constitution
Day, offered the following statement marking the occasion:

At the outset of every session of Congress, with right hand raised, | join every Member of
Congress is taking an oath to support and protect the Constitution of the United States
from all enemies, foreign and domestic. This is a sacred vow to remember at all times the
foundation of our nation, the freedom it is founded to provide.

This year, Constitution Day comes on the heels of the 9/12 March in Washington, DC.
Thousands of Americans flooded their nation's capital to urge, above all, that their
government not lose sight of their Constitutional duties.

Americans possess the greatest rights and freedoms in the world, allowing us the
opportunity to be heard, to practice our beliefs freely, to protect ourselves and to live out
whatever we dream for our lives.

Patrick Henry once said, "The Constitution is not an instrument for the government to
restrain the people, it is an instrument for the people to restrain the government - lest it
come to dominate our lives and interests."

On this day, as every day, we salute our men and women in uniform who are defending
the very freedoms that our Constitution provides, as patriots of every generation have
done. Today, we resolve to remain faithful to the ideals of our Founders and embrace the
principles of limited government enshrined in this most precious document.
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